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The chronology of the kings of Israel and Judah is one of the most important
and, at the same time, complicated matters in the Old Testament.* There have
been numerous attempts at establishing the period when the rulers of both
these kingdoms governed.? Many difficulties can be resolved if we take into
consideration that:?
1. In the ancient Middle East, two methods of presenting the years
in which individual rulers governed were used: predatation and
postdatation.*
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2. Judah and Israel used different calendars, according to which the year
began at a different time.?

3. Asaresult of the co-governance, the rule of some rulers overlapped.®

4. Some rival rulers could simultaneously rule over only some parts of
the state.”

Despite this, there are great difficulties in establishing the time when the
rulers of Israel and Judah governed.® The genealogies of kings, however, could
be the result of the Biblical authors intensive editorial work. John H. Hull
notes that the letters of the kings of Israel and Judah written after Solomons
death each consist of nineteen rulers:®
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List of the Kings of Israel List of the Kings of Judah
1 Jeroboam [ 1 Rehoboam
2 Nadah 2 Abijah
3 Baasha 3 Asa
4 Elah 4 Jehoshaphat
5 Zimri 5 Jehoram
6 Omri 6 Ahaziah
7 Ahab 7 Joash
8 Ahaziah 8 Amaziah
9 Jehoram 9 Azariah
10 Jehu 10 Jotham
n Jehoahaz " Ahaz
12 Jehoash 12 Hezekiah
13 Jeroboam II 13 Manasseh
14 Zechariah 14 Amon
15 Shallum 15 Josiah
16 Menahem 16 Jehoahaz
17 Pekahiah 17 Jehoiakim
18 Pekah 18 Jehoiachin
19 Hoshea 19 Zedekiah

Along with the kings of the United Kingdom - Saul, David, and Solomon —
this is a total of forty-one rulers. Such a composition of the genealogy of the
kings of Judah and Israel would not reflect the real number of rulers but
instead be the result of the editor of the Books of Kings being inspired by the
lists of Assyrian kings,'® which show a certain pattern with regards to the
number of rulers, their order, and even the duration of their rule.'!

Such a conception cannot be accepted. J. H. Hull does not take into con-
sideration Tibni in the list of the rulers of Israel or Athaliah in the list of the
kings of Judah. It is clear why Tibni is omitted. According to the author of the
Book of Kings, after the death of Zimri the people of Israel became divided:

10 Ibidem.

11 J. Hgyrup, “Remarkable Numbers” in Old Babylonian Mathematical Texts: A Note on the
Psychology of Numbers. Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 52 (1993) no. 4, p. 281-286, https://
doi.org/10.1086/373636; D. Young, A Mathematical Approach to Certain Dynastic Spans in the
Sumerian King List, ,Journal of Near Eastern Studies” 47 (1988) no. 2, p. 123-129, https://doi.
0rg/10.1086/373263.
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“At that time the people of Israel were divided in two, half following Tibni,
son of Ginath, to make him king, and half for Omri” (1 Kings 16:21). Although
Zimri died in the twenty-seventh year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah, and
Omri gained power in the thirty-first year of the rule of Asa, king of Judah
(1 Chronicles 16:15, 18, 21, 23), there is no reference to Tibni, who must have
been the de facto ruler at the time. However, the Biblical author clearly does
not consider him to be a king.

Itis different with Athaliah. The author of the Books of Kings clearly states
that Athaliah ruled the country (2 Kings 11:1, 3; 2 Chronicles 22:10, 12).12
Neither her origins®® nor her social status** are of any significance. The selec-
tion of an appropriate bride for the descendant of the Davidic dynasty must
have been thought-out.!®> However, the mere fact of including her in the list of
de facto rulers, even despite the lack of a “model of governance,” counts.*® This
correction rejects Hulbs concept, but it allows for the discovery of the message
of the lists of rulers in the Books of Kings. It is enough to compare the list of

12 N. Na‘aman, Queen Athaliah as a Literay-Historical Figure, ,Semitica” 58 (2016), p. 181-205, https://
doi.org/10.2143/SE.58.0.3170087; O. Sergi, Queenship in Judah revisited: Athaliah and the Davidic
Dynasty in Historical Perspective, [in:] Tabou et transgressions: Actes du colloque organisé par le
Collége de France, Paris, les 11-12 avril 2012, ed. by ].-M. Durand, M. Guichard, T. Rémer, Fribourg-
Gottingen 2015 (Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis, 274), p. 99-112, https://doi.org/10.5167/uzh-134494;
R. G. Branch, Athaliah, a treacherous queen: A careful analysis of her story in 2 Kings 11 and
2 Chronicles 22:10-23:21, ,In die Skriflig” 38 (2004) no. 4, p. 537-560, https://doi.org/10.4102/ids.
v38i4.448.

13 Cf.]. Begrich, Atalja, die tochter Omris, ,Zeitschrift fiir die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft” 53
(1935) no. 1, p. 78-79; H. J. Katzenstein, Who Were the Parents of Athaliah?, ,Israel Exploration
Journal” 3 (1955), p. 194-197.

14 Cf.S. Ackerman, The Queen Mother and the Cult in Ancient Israel, ,Journal of Biblical Literature” 112
(1993) no. 3, p. 385-401, https://doi.org/10.2307/3267740; Z. Ben-Barak, The Status and Right of the
Gébird, ,Journal of Biblical Literature” 110 (1991) no. 1, p. 23-34, https://doi.org/10.2307/3267147;
N.-E. Andreasen, The Role of the Queen Mother in Israelite Society, ,The Catholic Biblical Quarterly”
45 (1983) no. 2, p. 179-194; K. Spanier, The Queen Mother in the Judaean Royal Court: Maacah —
A Case Study, [in:] A Feminist Companion to Samuel and Kings, ed. by A. Brenner, Sheffield 1994,
p. 186-195; C. Smith, Queenship in Israel? The Cases of Bathsheba, Jezebel and Athaliah, [in:] King
and Messiah in Israel and the ancient Near East. Proceedings of the Oxford Old Testament Seminar,
ed. by J. Day, Sheffield 1998, p. 142-162 (Journal for the Study of the Old Testament. Supplement
series, 270).

15 H. M.Niemann, Choosing Brides for the Crown-Prince. Matrimonial Politics in the Davidic Dynasty,

,Vetus Testamentum” 56 (2006) no. 2, p. 225-238, https://doi.org/10.1163/156853306776907467.

16 For more on models of governance, see: S. Bin-Nun, Formulas From Royal Records of Israel and of
Judah, ,Vetus Testamentum” 18 (1968) no. 1-4, p. 414-432, https://doi.org/10.1163/156853368X00311;
A. Green, Regnal Formulas in the Hebrew and Greek Texts of the Books of Kings, ,,Journal of Near
Eastern Studies” 42 (1983) no. 3, p. 167-180, https://doi.org/10.1086/373017.
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kings of Israel and the Davidic dynasty next to the patriarchs (Genesis 5:11,
10-26; 1 Chronicles 1:1-34) whose genealogy is a theological work,'” along
with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and a certain surprising overlap is
revealed. For obvious reasons, the kings of Judah will be counted beginning
with David, not Saul, because it was David and not Saul who founded the
dynasty that ruled Judah and chose Jerusalem for its capital. What is more,
it was David who conquered Jerusalem and made it his capital.'®

Patriarchs Israel Davidic Dynasty
1 X Adam Saul David
2 1 Seth David Solomon
3 | Enos Solomon Rehoboam
4 1 Kenan Jeroboam [ Abijah
5 hl Mahalalel Nadab Asa
6 1 Jared Baasha Jehoshaphat
7 1 Enoch Elah Jehoram
8 n Methuselah Zimri Ahaziah
9 0 Lamech Omri Athaliah
10 ! Noah Ahab Jehoash
" N Shem Ahaziah Amaziah
12 1 Arpachshad Jehoram Azariah
13 no Salah Jehu Jotham
14 1) Eber Jehoahaz Ahaz
15 0 Peleg Jehoash Hezekiah
16 v Reu Jeroboam I Manasseh
17 99 Serug Zechariah Amon
18 ¥y Nahor Shallum Josiah
19 il Terah Menahem Jehoahaz

17 Cf. ].Lach, Problem interpretacji genealogii 1 Krn 1-9, ,Ruch Biblijny i Liturgiczny” 38 (1985)
no. 2, p. 100-110, https://doi.org/10.21906/rbl.1423; E. Assis, From Adam to Esau and Israel: an
anti-edomite ideology in 1 Chronicles 1, ,Vetus Testamentum” 56 (2006) no. 3, p. 287-302, https://
doi.org/10.1163/156853306778149629.

18 A. Fischer, Von Hebron nach Jerusalem. Eine redaktionsgeschichtliche Studie zur Erzdhlung von
Konig David in II Sam 1-5, Berlin—-New York 2004 (Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche
Wissenschaft, 335), https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110919561; M. Oeming, Die Eroberung Jerusalems

durch David in deuteronomistischer und chronistischer Darstellung (Il Sam 5, 6-9 und I Chr 11, 4-8),
»Zeitschrift fiir die Alttestamentliche Wissenschaft” 106 (2009) no. 3, p. 404-420, https://doi.
0rg/10.1515/zatw.1994.106.3.404.
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Patriarchs Israel Davidic Dynasty
20 1 Abraham Pekahiah Jehoiakim
21 /] Isaac Pekah Jehoiachin
2 n Jacob Hosea Zedekiah

The list of patriarchs is according to the Hebrew text, not the Greek; thus,
Cainan is not there (see: Luke 3:23-38). He could have been known to the
authors of the Hebrew text,'® but his omission gives a list of twenty-two pa-
triarchs from Adam to Jacob.?® That is the number of letters in the Hebrew
alphabet.?* The genealogies of the kings of Israel and Judah each contain
twenty-two rulers. It is unlikely that this was a mere accident. A new and
deeper presentation of literary matters related to the Books of Kings sheds
light on their theology.?? For the Biblical author, the number of twenty-two
kings in the Bible could have been the main objective and more important
than the chronology itself.?® Thus, the genealogies of the kings of Israel and
Judah probably do not reflect the real number of rulers, but they were ar-
ranged in such an order that there are twenty-two rulers in each line. In
order to achieve such a result, some kings could have been omitted or add-
ed.* Through an allusion to the entire Hebrew alphabet, the Biblical author

19 H. R.Jacobus, The Curse of Cainan (Jub. 8. 1-5): Genealogies in Genesis 5 and Genesis 11 and
a Mathematical Pattern, ,Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha” 18 (2009) no. 3, p. 207-232,
https://doi.org/10.1177/0951820709103182.

20 J. Northcote, The Schematic Development of Old Testament Chronography: Towards an
Integrated Model, ,,Journal for the Study of the Old Testament” 29 (2004) no. 1, p. 31, https://doi.
0rg/10.1177/030908920402900101.

21 J. A. Benner, The Ancient Hebrew Language and Alphabet. Understanding the Ancient Hebrew

Language of the Bible Based on the Ancient Hebrew Culture and Thought, College Station 2004,

p. 119-120.

J. Lach, Jak ymowac w nowy sposob teologie w 1-2 Krélow?, ,Ruch Biblijny i Liturgiczny” 49 (1996)

no. 4, p. 249-255, https://doi.org/10.21906/rb1.842.

Cf. Zahlen- und Buchstabensysteme im Dienste religiéser Bildung, hrsg. von L. V. Schimmelpfennig,

R. G. Kratz, Tibingen 2019 (Studies in Education and Religion in Ancient and Pre-Modern History

in the Mediterranean and its Environs, 5), https://doi.org/10.1628/978-3-16-158319-3; T. Hanelt,

Znaczenie liczb w Starym Testamencie, ,,Studia Gnesnensia” 23 (2009), p. 55-64; T. Stanek, Liczby

Jjako aspekt jezyka religijnego. Przyktady retoryki Tory, ,Filozofia Religii” 4 (2008), p. 103-117.

24 Cf. e.g. N. Na‘aman, The Royal Dynasties of Judah and Israel, ,Zeitschrift fiir Altorientalische
und Biblische Rechtsgeschichte” 22 (2016), p. 59-73; T. Ishida, The Royal Dynasties in Ancient
Israel. A Study on the Formation and Development of Royal-Dynastic Ideology, Berlin-New
York 1977 (Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, 142), https://doi.
org/10.1515/9783110853766.
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suggests that, like the era of the patriarchs, the era of kings in both Israel and
Judah is a completed and closed period in the history of the Chosen People.?®

According to the prophet Hosea, making Saul king was a sin (Hosea 8:4;
9:15; see: 1 Samuel 8:6-8). In addition to its opponents, this form of rule
also had its supporters (Judges 8:22-23; 9:1-2; 1 Samuel 9:1-10; 10:17-24;
12:1-25). The Books of Samuel seem to present different views.2¢ After the
fall of the monarchy, the era of the kings and this form of rule were perceived
in different ways.?” However, if not even the author of the Books of Samuel
and Kings does not condemn the monarchy and succession,?® the era of the
kings seems to be a reversal of the age of patriarchs. Just as the fall of man
began with Adam, the first man, the fall of Israel took place during the last
of the kings of Israel, Hosea, while the fall of Judah coincided with Zedekiah,
the last of the kings of Judah. Just as Jacob, the last of the patriarchs, is most
important for Israel, David, the first of the Davidic Dynasty, is most important
to the House of David. Whereas the last three patriarchs — Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob — are most important to the age of the patriarchs, the first three
kings — Saul, David, and Solomon - are of the greatest importance to the era
of the kings. Thus, the genealogies of the kings of Israel and Judah are a result
of the Biblical author>s conscious composition, which is intended to contrast
the era of the kings with that of the patriarchs.

If the first three kings, who are most important to the era of the kings, are
a reflection of the three most important patriarchs, they could be merely
legendary figures.?® In that case, the golden age of Solomon would be only

25 Cf.D.Janzen, Chronicles and the Politics of Davidic Restoration. A Quiet Revolution, London-Oxford-
New York-New Delhi-Sydney 2017 (The Library of Hebrew Bible. Old Testament Studies, 655).

26 D. McCarthy, The Inauguration of Monarchy in Israel: A Form-Critical Study of I Samuel 8-12,

»Interpretation” 27 (1973) no. 4, p. 401-412, https://doi.org/10.1177/002096437302700403; L. Eslinger,
Viewpoints and Point of View in 1 Samuel 8-12, ,Journal for the Study of the Old Testament” 8 (1983)
no. 26, p. 61-76, https://doi.org/10.1177/030908928300802603.

27 1. Wilson, Kingship and Memory in Ancient Judah, Oxford 2017, https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:o
$0/9780190499907.001.0001.

28 ]. Blenkinsopp, Another Contribution to the Succession Narrative Debate (2 Samuel 11-20;
1 Kings 1-2), ,Journal for the Study of the Old Testament” 38 (2013) no. 1, p. 35-58, https://doi.
org/10.1177/0309089213492811. Cf. J. Van Seters, A Revival of the Succession Narrative and the
Case against It, ,Journal for the Study of the Old Testament” 39 (2014) no. 1, p. 3-14, https://doi.
0rg/10.1177/0309089214551510.

29 Cf. B. E. Kelle, The Early Monarchy and the Stories of Saul, David, and Solomon, [in:] S. Niditch,
The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Ancient Israel, New York 2015, p. 176-196, https://doi.
0rg/10.1002/9781118774199.ch10.
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a myth.3® It should be unsurprising when we take into consideration the
multidimensional presentation of Biblical figures, who are also the kings of
Israel and Judah.®*

In this light, it is easy to understand the omission of Abimelech, who ac-
cording to Judges 9:22 was the first king of Israel, by the author of the Books of
Samuel and Kings.?? If the first three kings — Saul, David, and Solomon — were
areflection of the last three patriarchs, then according to this conception there
would be no place for Abimelech, the king before Saul, David, and Solomon,
in the genealogies of the kings of Judah and Israel, even if the Book of Judges
emphasized the meaning of the Davidic Dynasty.*?

It is also easier to understand the curious division of the United Kingdom
into Israel and Judah (1 Chronicles 12:1-20; 2 Chronicles 10).2* What is most
surprising here is the lack of solidarity on the part of Judah, which did not
rebel, as well as Rehoboam’s response itself, which is so ridiculous that it
could not be authentic.®® Archaeologists have doubts about the existence of
the United Kingdom of Israel.¢ If there really was a revolt of ten generations

30 G.]J. Wightman, The Myth of Solomon, ,Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research”
277-278 (1990), p. 5-22, https://doi.org/10.2307/1357372.

31 H. Witczyk, Wielowymiarowa re-kreacja postaci literackich, ,Biblica et Patristica Thoruniensia”
11 (2018) no. 2, p. 177-195, http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/BPTh.2018.009.

32 Cf.B.P.Irwin, Not Just Any King: Abimelech, the Northern Monarchy, and the Final Form of Judges,
,Journal of Biblical Literature” 131 (2012) no. 3, p. 443-454, https://doi.org/10.2307/23488248.

33 M. Brettler, The Book of Judges: Literature as Politics, ,Journal of Biblical Literature” 108 (1989)
no. 3, p. 395-418, https://doi.org/10.2307/3267111; cf. G. T. K. Wong, Is there a Direct Pro-Judah
Polemic in Judges?, ,Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament” 19 (2005) no. 1, p. 84-110,
https://doi.org/10.1080/09018320510032466. However, see: S. Frolov, Fire, Smoke, and Judah in
Judges: A Response to Gregory Wong, ,Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament” 21 (2007)
no. 1, p. 127-138, https://doi.org/10.1080/09018320601171005; cf. R. H. O’Connell, The Rhetoric of
the Book of Judges, Leiden-New York-Koln 1996 (Vetus Testamentum Supplements, 63), https://
doi.org/10.1163/9789004275874.
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88 (1976) no. 3, p. 363-376, https://doi.org/10.1515/zatw.1976.88.3.363; E. Lipinski, Le récit de
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Testamentum” 24 (1974) no. 4, p. 430-437, https://doi.org/10.1163/156853374X00413.
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Suspects, ,Biblica” 95 (2014) no. 4, p. 498-523, https://doi.org/10.2143/BIB.95.4.3186128.

36 Z.Thomas, Debating the United Monarchy: Let’s See How Far We’ve Come, ,Biblical Theology
Bulletin” 46 (2016) no. 2, p. 59-69, https://doi.org/10.1177/0146107916639208; I. Finkelstein,
A Great United Monarchy? Archaeological and Historical Perspectives, [in:] One God — One
Cult — One Nation, ed. by R. Kratz, H. Spieckermann, Berlin-Boston 2010, p. 1-28, https://doi.
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against the Davidic Dynasty, it would not have to occur immediately after the
death of Solomon. If that revolt of ten generations took place during the rule of
Rehoboam and not before his ascent to the throne, then at least for some time
he would rule over all the generations and in other words be the king of not only
Judah but also Israel. Thus, there would be four, not three kings of the United
Kingdom and they would not be a reflection of the three most important pa-
triarchs of the patriarchal era. Thus, regardless of the historicity of the United
Kingdom the Biblical author situates the revolt of ten generations immediately
after Solomorns death but before Rehoboam’s ascent to the throne so that only
three kings would rule over all the generations. The artificiality of this tech-
nique is apparent to every careful reader of the Books of Kings and Chronicles.

According to Genesis 48:5-20, Manasseh and Ephraim played an important
role among the generations of Israel.*’ This fragment also demonstrates that
over time Ephraim took primacy over Manasseh (Genesis 48:14). The Book
of Hosea 5:5 clearly indicates that there were not two, but three states: Judah,
Israel, and Ephraim.3® This book appears to be a credible historical source;*°
thus, speaking of two nations of God*° is an error resulting from the use of
only the narrative presented in the Books of Kings and Chronicles as a basis.*!

0rg/10.1515/9783110223583.1; see also the exchange of sentences: I. Finkelstein, The Archaeology
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38 E. R.Thiele, The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings. New Revised Edition, Grand Rapids
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However, the Books of Kings and Chronicles present only two lines of
kings: those of Israel and Judah, while Ephraim is completely omitted. The
Books of Chronicles were written after the Book of Samuel and the Books of
Kings*? and are marked by a peculiar approach to history.** Unlike the Books
of Kings, the Books of Chronicles do not recognize the legitimacy of Israel’s
authority, considering it to be an usurpation and schism with regards to
Judah and Jerusalem.** This clear difference in the approach to the kingdom
of Israel suggests that the concept of two genealogies — of the kings of Judah
and Israel, although in reality for some time there existed three kingdoms:
Judah, Israel, and Ephraim - is the work of the Biblical author of the Books
of Kings. What is more, the legacy of Israel survived in the Bible of Judah.*s
The writing of the Books of Kings dates to the time of the Babylonian exile.*¢
The simplest explanation of such a conception of the author of the Books of
Kings is presuming that there was an encounter of the Babylonian diaspora
of Judeans with the Assyrian diaspora of Israelites in Babylon.*” This would

Testament: Biblical Studies at the End of a Millennium, Oxford 2000, p. 59-101, https://doi.org/10
.1093/0198269870.001.0001.

42 1.Kalimi, An Ancient Israelite Historian. Studies in the Chronicler, His Time, Place and Writing,
Leiden 2005, p. 41-65 (Studia Semitica Neerlandica, 46), https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004358768.
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explain the omission of the existence of the kingdom of Ephraim in the Books
of Kings and, subsequently, in the Books of Chronicles as well.

The sum total of the years that the kings of Israel governed from the rule of
Jehu to the fall of Samaria does not correspond to the actual number of years
that the kingdom of Israel existed during this period. Some try to explain this
by co-governance.*® The kingdom of Israel ceased to exist a century and a half
before Judah. Thus, there could have been fewer kings in the line of Israel than
in Judah. This means that some may have been added on in order to achieve
the intended number of twenty-two rulers of Israel. Instead of inventing
them, the Biblical author could have included some kings of Ephraim in the
genealogy of Israel. Jeroboam IT of Israel, who is believed to have co-governed
with Jehoash, is an example of this.*® In reality, they could have ruled two
different kingdoms: Israel and Ephraim (see: Hosea 5:5). Pekah could have
played a similar role under the rule of Menahem and Pekahiah.*® Including
the kings of Ephraim in the Israelite genealogy caused seeming co-governance.
It is also easier to understand the problem of kinship between Jehoram and
Ahaziah;’* some suggest that the Jehoram of Israel and the Jehoram of Judah
are the same person.>? This would mean that Jehoram was included in both
genealogies. For the Biblical author, the number of twenty-two rulers in the
genealogy was more important than the lack of consistence between the sum
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0rg/10.1177/030908929602107104.
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total of the years these rulers ruled and the actual time the kingdom of Israel
existed during this time.

At this point, it is worth recalling that the Bible is neither a history textbook
nor a chronicle of the people of Israel, as the maximalists approach it.53 It also
is not literary fiction from a later period, as the minimalists believe.>* Instead,
it is a work of theology that contains truth that in accordance with God’s will
was immortalized for our salvation® and is a kind of tool of dialogue with God.5®
The discussions of scholars show that they do not understand the nature of
Sacred Scripture.®” The truth of Sacred Scripture does not result from its his-
torical precision, but instead is the fruit of inspiration by the Holy Spirit.*® This
does not preclude the historical value of the Bible.*® The author of the Books of
Samuel and Kings probably used the sources that were at his disposal, which
may have been available in the Jerusalem Temple.®® The main sources were
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel and Judah.®* He also may have made use

53 Ex.: L. W. Provan, V. P. Long, T. Longman, A Biblical History of Israel, Louisville 2003.

54 E.g. N.P. Lemche, The Origin of the Israelite State — A Copenhagen Perspective on the Emergence
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Early Israel, ,Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament” 5 (1991) no. 2, p. 35-46, https://doi.
0rg/10.1080/09018329108584971; K. W. Whitelam, Between History and Literature: The Social
Production of Israel’s Traditions of Origin, ,Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament” 5 (1991)
no. 2, p. 60-74, https://doi.org/10.1080/09018329108584973.
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of royal inscriptions.®? Thus, his work contains much historical data. However,
he was not a historian in the modern sense, but an outstanding theologian;
hence the dissonance between Biblical and historical Israel.5® The Biblical
chronology of the kings of Israel and Judah is not a factographic calque of the
history of Israel, but a theological work of the Biblical author. Its purpose was
to show that both Judah and Israel are the true Chosen People, while the age
of the kings, like the patriarchal age, is a full and completed period in history.

Abstract
A Contribution to the Chronology of the Kings of Israel and Judah

The letters of kings are the result of the Biblical author’s intended composition. Beginning with Saul
to Hosea for Israel as well as David to Zedekiah for the Davidic dynasty, each genealogy consists of
twenty-two rulers. This number is not accidental, as there are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet as
well as 22 patriarchs from Adam to Jacob. In order to attain this number of rulers in each kingdom,
some kings could have been omitted or added. The letters of the kings of Israel and Judah thus do not
reflect chronological reality.
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